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INFORMATION NOTE IN REPLY TO THE JOINT COMMUNICATION FROM 
SPECIAL PROCEDURES DATED 5 MAY 2020 (AL TUR 5/2020)  

 
Observations regarding FETÖ terrorist organization  
 
On 15 July 2016, Turkey was faced with an unprecedentedly large-scale and brutal coup attempt 
perpetrated by the Fethullahist Terrorist Organization (FETÖ). FETÖ, a clandestine terrorist 
organization which insidiously infiltrated into critical government posts, attempted to destroy 
democracy, and take over the democratically elected Government on 15 July. Terrorist acts 
perpetrated by FETÖ on that night cost the lives of 251 Turkish citizens and injured over 2000. 
Several key institutions representing the will of the Turkish people, first and foremost the 
Parliament, were heavily assaulted. 

In order to restore the Turkish democracy and protect the rights and freedoms of the Turkish 
citizens, structures into which FETÖ infiltrated thousands of its members for decades within all 
branches of government as well the military and the judiciary needed to be completely rooted out. 
State of Emergency (SoE) was declared shortly after the attempted coup, which was endorsed by 
the Turkish Parliament on 21 July 2016. 

Throughout the SoE, Turkey acted in line with its international human rights obligations while 
maintaining its close cooperation and dialogue with international organizations including the United 
Nations and the Council of Europe. SoE was terminated on 19 July 2018. 

Effective domestic legal remedies, including the right to lodge an individual application before the 
Constitutional Court, which is recognized by the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) as an 
effective domestic remedy, are available in Turkey. In addition to existing domestic remedies, 
Inquiry Commission on State of Emergency Measures was established with a view to receiving 
applications regarding administrative acts carried out pursuant to Decree Laws enacted during the 
SoE. Further remedies are available against the decisions of the Commission. The ECtHR 
recognized the Commission as a domestic remedy. Furthermore, an application can be lodged 
before the ECtHR after the exhaustion of domestic remedies.  

Even before the attempted coup, FETÖ was known to employ complex strategies to advance its 
agenda. These included blackmailing politicians and bureaucrats, cheating on a mass-scale in public 
exams in order to place its members in key government posts, practicing social engineering, 
manipulation and indoctrination, presenting fabricated stories to spark off judicial proceedings 
against its opponents through its extensive network of media outlets, businesses, schools and NGOs. 

FETÖ is now employing the strategy of presenting itself as the victim of human rights violations to 
hide its crimes. Its members deliberately try to deceive and manipulate international public opinion 
by spreading false allegations against Turkey. These include unfounded claims of arbitrary arrest 
and detention, torture and even enforced disappearances while its members go in hiding at the orders 
of their leader. In fact, it is FETÖ itself that perpetrated grave human rights violations in Turkey, 
including cold bloodedly killing innocent civilians thus violating the very fundamental right to life 
of hundreds of Turkish citizens.    

In line with the explanations provided above, Turkey requests the Special Procedures not to allow 
FETÖ and its members to abuse these mechanisms and to dismiss their allegations. 

Turkey will continue to expand human rights and freedoms and maintain its long-standing 
cooperation with international organizations.  
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Specific observations regarding abduction allegations in the joint communication 

The majority of the cases that the communication refers to have already been submitted to several 
different UN human rights mechanisms and duly responded by Turkey. The Government wishes to 
reiterate that these allegations are based on unfounded claims and contain many discrepancies with 
the sole objective of conducting a smear campaign by FETÖ against Turkey.   

So-called “abduction from different countries” are in reality situations where third countries decided 
to deport members of FETÖ because they considered them as threats to their national security. The 
relevant governments decided to revoke residence permits of Turkish nationals and send back to 
Turkey because of their membership to a terrorist organization and their unlawful activities causing 
a threat to their public security.  

Abduction allegations baselessly asserted by the communication are part of an overall strategy of 
FETÖ to disrupt investigations and prosecutions conducted by Turkish judiciary in accordance with 
Turkey’s constitutional order as well as its international obligations. FETÖ is trying to forge public 
opinion at national and international level and to prevent extradition to Turkey of convicted or 
suspected FETÖ members according to bilateral agreements on mutual legal assistance. 

 

 


